Intro to the story "The
Little Black Fish”

Artwork from:
http://anticopyrighttr.wordpress.com/2009/06/22/kucuk-kara-balik-little-black-fish-der-kleine-schwarze-fisch-mahiyi-siyah-i-kucek
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Persian Language - -,

* The language is also called “Farsi.”

* The language Is written in the Arabic
alphabet (with some differences):
— There are some words borrowed from Arabic.
— BUT Persian is Indo-European - more like
English than Arabic in grammar/basic words.
* Dialects of Persian are also spoken in
Afghanistan, Tajikistan, and among some
groups In other countries
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al-le-go-ry

noun

a story, poem, or picture
that can be interpreted to
reveal a hidden meaning,
typically a moral or political
one.
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(not a book cover but an
llustration on a Persian-
language webpage)




Left and Right

Here’s something that | didn't
tearn when | was little and that
no adult ever explained to me,

When | got older, | discov-
ered this very simple thing,
something that had never even
occurred to me before.

| realized that in Arabic-
speaking countries (as well as in
some others), we read and write
from right to left, and we draw
and look at pictures in the same
direction.

People in countries that use
the Roman and Cyrillic alpha-
bets, for example, draw and
look at things from left to right,
which is how they read and
write (and think).

The pictures that appeal to
us in my part of the world are
the ones that ga in the same
direction as the way we read, In
these drawings the eye moves
from right to left, and figures
move from right to left if they
are leaving, and in the opposite
direction if they are arriving.

| haven't really thought
about how Arab people dream,
but | think that we must even
dream from right to left!

Jo——

From Mohieddin Ellabbad’s
The lllustrator’s Notebook



