Africa: Major Geographic Features
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Strait of Gibraltar

s
B







Myths about Hercules

Statue of Hercules
holding up the pillars
of the sky (Ceuta, N.
Africa).

In one version, Hercules enlisted
Atlas’ aid to get the golden apples.
Since Atlas was holding up the
pillars of the sky, Hercules relieved
him. Atlas got the golden apples,
but was going to skip out. Hercules
asked him for help in readjusting
the load, but then left Atlas holding
the pillars.

In another version, Hercules
used his brute strength to dig out
the channel and create the Rock of
Gibraltar on one side and either
Monte Hacho (Ceuta) or Jebel Musa
(Morocco) on the other side to
serve as pillars and relieve Atlas of
his burden.

The Cave of Hercules on the
coast of Morocco by Tangier



Atlas Mountains










Mediterranean Sea







Sahara Desert
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Ancient Trade Routes Across Sahara

 Numerous trade routes were
used by camel caravans to
cross the Sahara Desert.
Gold from west Africa was
used to mint the major
currencies of Europe.

e At the north, Carthage and
Calro were key destinations.
At the south, Timbuktu
linked the Saharan routes
with the western gold fields
%nd commerce on the Niger

Iver.




Niger River
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Nile River




Suez Canal
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