
Ottoman Empire

A brief history



Presenter
Presentation Notes
While the Ottoman peoples had been conquering lands across Anatolia (Turkey) and neighboring countries since the late 13th century, it was the conquest of Constantinople by Mehmet II (depicted here) in 1453 that defined the beginning of the Ottoman Empire, both militarily and politically.
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Presentation Notes
The place where Mehmet broke through the wall following the Siege of Constantinople in 1453. Today there is a plaque (enlarged on right) commemorating the event but little more. 
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Presentation Notes
By the 1600’s, the Ottoman empire controlled most of the lands of the Middle East. The territory gave them control of all of the Mediterranean ports of North Africa, Greece, Turkey, and the Levant, as well as access to the Black Sea, Red Sea, and Persian Gulf.
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Presentation Notes
This close up map of the Ottoman lands shows the dates when the various regions were annexed by the Ottomans and indicates the farthest reaches into Europe. Italy at the time was made up of city-states with Venice and Florence being major trading partners with the Ottoman controlled Bosnia.
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The Ottomans spread Islam as they conquered and in Constantinople,  renamed Istanbul, they established the capital of the empire and built a dazzling array of mosques on the 7 hills of Istanbul. Islam called for a house of prayer (mosque) to be accessible by foot to every citizen. Sultans or their wife would commission mosques,  medrassahs (schools), soup kitchens, tombs/cemeteries, and/or bath houses. The domes were archetectural marvels as they were supported internally and allowed for an open space for prayers and worship. 



Suleiman the 
Magnificent

Considered by many the 
greatest of the Ottoman 
Sultans.
Interested in education, 
arts, architecture, trade, 
and agriculture.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Suleiman is a type of “Solomon” (whom the name refers to) and it was under his rule that the Ottoman Empire reached many of its heights in culture and conquest. It was under his watch that Sinan the architect produced some of his finest works.
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Sinan was taken a a tribute from an Armenian family but rose through education to be the chief architect during Suleiman’s rule and after. He designed and worked with the builders of a great number of bridges throughout the Ottoman empire as well as the mosques he is so famous for. His greatest ambition was to create a free standing dome larger than that of the Roman basilica Hagia Sofia. 
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The bridge over the River Drina, built by Sinan in modern Bosnia.
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Another of Sinan’s bridges in Mostar, Bosnia.
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A caravan saray (caravan hotel) in Edirne – characteristic of the trading center hotels of the 14th and 15th centuries.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Under the Ottomans, ceramic tiles and dishware became widely produced. Note the classic blue and the spiral patterns. The most famous tiles were produced in Iznik, Turkey.
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Suleiman’s favorite wife, Khourem, was renowned for her beauty and her compassion. 
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Ottoman Calligraphy adorns mosques and public buildings. This is the stylized calligraphy that came to be the seal of Suleiman.
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Presentation Notes
Rugs and carpets of many styles and materials are among the most noted trade items of the Ottomans. Istanbul lies at the end of the silk road and was also important in the spice trades.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
A notable contribution of the Ottomans, and a lasting symbol of the empire is the tulip. Tulip images adorn fabrics, tiles, and buildings.                                        
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