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We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general
Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.

IrKrTicTe_. [T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T if he had signed it, unless the Congress by their Adjournment prevent its Return, in
| I which Case it shall not be a Law.
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| - : : . ' Article. Il
| All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United | o
| States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives. | Section. 1
| ' o

The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America.
He shall hold his Office during the Term of four Years, and, together with the Vice
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ion. 7. I X
I Section. 7 | President, chosen for the same Term, be elected, as follows: :
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I All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives; but the

| Senate may propose or concur with Amendments as on other Bills. No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States, at the time

of the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of President; neither
shall any Person be eligible to that Office who shall not have attained to the Age of

|
| Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate,
thirty five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident within the United States.
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| shall, before it become a Law, be presented to the President of the United States: If '
| he approve he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with his Objections to that :
| House in which it shall have originated, who shall enter the Objections at large on I
| their Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such Reconsideration two thirds of :
|
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|
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|
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I Article 111,

| that House shall agree to pass the Bill, it shall be sent, together with the Objections,

| to the other House, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two
| thirds of that House, it shall become a Law. But in all such Cases the Votes of both

| Houses shall be determined by yeas and Nays, and the Names of the Persons voting
| for and against the Bill shall be entered on the Journal of each House respectively. If

' any Bill shall not be returned by the President within ten Days (Sundays excepted)

| after it shall have been presented to him, the Same shall be a Law, in like Manner as

Section. 1.

such inferior Courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain and establish. The
Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices during good
Behaviour, and shall, at stated Times, receive for their Services a Compensation,

|
|
|
|
: The judicial Power of the United States shall be vested in one supreme Court, and in
|
|
|
: which shall not be diminished during their Continuance in Office.

|



The Bill of Rights: A Transcription

Note: The following text is a transcription of the first ten amendments to the
Constitution in their original form. These amendments were ratified December 15,
1791, and form what is known as the "Bill of Rights."

Amendment |

|

| Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
l free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right
|
|

of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of
grievances.

| Amendment V I
I No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless |
: on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or :
| naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger;
| nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life |
I or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, |
: nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall :
| Private property be taken for public use, without just compensation. |

I Amendment X

l The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it
| tothe States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.



