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A Quick Note:
This lesson came about as a result of my participation in a 2007 Fulbright-Hays
Summer Seminar Abroad trip to Egypt and Israel. A six week study tour that
exposed me to more than I could have ever imagined and truly was lifechanging. (for information on future seminars, please visit:
http://www.ed.gov/programs/iegpssap/index.html )
My use of the information I learned and the experiences I had in both countries go
far beyond this lesson. I often feel like it itself could comprise a year long
course (at least). But, similar to most of you, I do not have the luxury of time in
my classroom. For those of us who teach where World History is taught in one
year and this one year course is the only mandatory global aspect of the high
school social studies curriculum, we are unfortunately limited as to the number
of days we can spend on this critical topic. In light of that fact, this lesson is
designed to be completed in three to four days of regular classroom instruction
(plus student homework time). However, as you know, adjusting the
assignments, using the additional resources and/or information in the notes
section, this time frame can also be adjusted to suit your specific needs.
If you have any questions or suggestions, please feel free to contact me at
marylynnefillmon@gmail.com

Standards Addressed
National Council for the Social
Studies:
 Culture
 Time, Continuity and Change
 People, Places, and Environment
 Individual Development and
Identity
 Individuals, Groups, and
Institutions
 Power, Authority, and Governance
 Production, Distribution, and
Consumption
 Global Connections
 Civic Ideals and Practices

State of Arizona:
 S4C6-PO2: Analyze how changing
perceptions of places and
environments (e.g., Israeli
settlements, role of military bases)
affect the choices of people and
institutions.
 S2C9-PO2: Explain the roots of
terrorism: (c) background of
modern Middle East conflicts (e.g.,
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Persian
Gulf conflicts, Afghanistan)

One House, Two Stories: Dalia
“Growing up, Dalia would frequently ask her parents and teachers: “What are
these houses we are living in?”
“These are Arab houses,” she was told.
“What are these Arab houses that everyone talks about?” she would reply.
Dalia’s school was in an Arab house, and there she would learn Israel’s history.
She learned about the creation of the state of Israel as a safe haven for the
Jews. She studied the War of Independence as the story of the few against the
many. The Arabs had invaded, Dalia would read, in order to destroy the new
state and throw the Jews into the sea. Most nations confronted with such
hostilities would have been paralyzed, but tiny Israel had withstood five Arab
armies. Little David had defeated Goliath. As for the Arabs, Dalia’s textbooks
would report that they ran away, deserting their lands and abandoning their
homes, fleeing before the conquering Israeli army. The Arabs, one textbook of
the day declared, “Preferred to leave” once the Jews had taken their towns.
Dalia accepted the history she was taught. Still, she was confused. Why, she
wondered, would anyone leave so willingly?”
--Excerpt from: The Lemon Tree by Sandy Tolan, page 115

One House, Two Stories: Bashir
“We were exiled by force of arms. We were exiled on foot. We were exiled
to take the earth as our bed. And the sky as a cover. And to be fed from
the crumbs of those among the governments and international
organizations who imparted their charity. We were exiled but we left
our souls, our hopes and our childhood in Palestine. We left our joys
and sorrows. We left them in every corner, and on every grain of sand
in Palestine. We left them with each lemon fruit, with each olive. We
left them in the roses and flowers. We left them in the flowering tree
that stands with pride at the entrance of our house in al-Ramla. We left
them in the remains of our fathers and ancestors. We left them as
witnesses and history. We left them, hoping to return.”

--Excerpt from: The Lemon Tree by Sandy Tolan, page 217

Historical Background
 Pre-WWI: Area of Palestine under Ottoman Empire
 After WWI: Area of Palestine under control of British

(British Mandate) until it became independent
 Balfour Declaration: 1917: Britain supports idea of a
Jewish homeland w/ rights of non-Jews protected
 Zionist: Supporter of a homeland for the Jews in the
area of Palestine. Movement began late 1800’s.
 Many Jews began to immigrate to Palestine in the late
1800’s.

Claims to the Land
Israelis

Palestinians

 Ancestors lived in area

 Ancestors have been

nearly 2000 years ago
 Jerusalem home to
most important Jewish
site—Western Wall

living in area nearly
2000 years
 Jerusalem home to 3rd
most important Muslim
site-Dome of the
Rock/Al-Aqsa Mosque

Reflection
 Write for three minutes about BOTH of the following

questions.




If you were Israeli, why might you think you should live on the
land that is now Israel?
If you were Palestinian, why might you think you should live
on the land that is now Israel?

UN Plan for Palestine (1947)
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Partition (separate) the area into 2 countries
Israel (Jewish State) and Palestine (Arab State)
55% of land goes to the Jews
45% of land goes to the Arabs
Total Population: 1.8 million
• 1.2 million Arabs living in area
• 600,00 Jews living in area
Jerusalem:“international city” controlled by UN
Accepted by Jews
Rejected by Arabs
No Arab on committee

1948 War
 May 14,1948: Israel is officially formed
 May 15, 1948: Israel attacked by six Arab nations
 Approx. 750,000 Palestinians fled or were forced to

leave
 Over approx. 800,000 Jews in Arab countries also
fled or were forced to leave for Israel
 Israel After War: Jordan controls West Bank and
Egypt controls Gaza Strip
 Israel takes much of Palestine and western part of
Jerusalem—eastern part including religious sites
taken by Jordan

Perspectives on Partition and 1948 War
Israeli

Palestinian

 Creates state of Israel

 They had no input

 War of Independence
 Holocaust and other

periods of violence
against Jews throughout
the past centuries might
not have happened if
there was a Jewish
Homeland

 Nabka: “Catastrophe”
 Land set aside for

Palestinians now under
control of Arab
countries or Israel

Reflection
 Write for three minutes about BOTH of the following

questions.




If you were Israeli, how might you feel about the creation of
the state of Israel and the war that began the next day?
If you were Palestinian, how might you feel about the creation
of the state of Israel and the war that began the next day?

1956 Suez Canal Crisis
 Egypt nationalizes the Suez Canal in 1956 and closed

the Straits of Tiran to Israel, which blocked Israeli
access to the Red Sea.
 Israel attacks Egypt with later reinforcements from
France and the United Kingdom
 Ceasefire agreement and withdrawal of Israeli troops
 United Nations Peacekeepers sent to maintain peace
in the area

1967 War
 Israel believes neighbors are preparing for war
 Egypt requests withdrawal of UN in May 1967 and denies
Israel access to the Red Sea by closing Straits of Tiran
 Jordan and Egypt sign mutual defense agreement
 Continued terrorist attacks from Syria’s Golan Heights region
 Israeli surprise attack against Egypt on June 5, 1967
 Also attacks Syria, Jordan
 Within six days Israel defeats Egypt, Syria, Jordan
Takes control of West Bank , Gaza Strip
 Control of all of Jerusalem
 Control of Sinai (from Egypt)
 Control of Golan Heights (from Syria)


Perspectives on and Aftermath of 1967 War
Israeli

 Land gained is a buffer

Palestinian and Arab
Nations

 West Bank and Gaza Strip

become known as
“Occupied Territories”
 Some will accept Israel at
 Begin to build settlements
in West Bank, Gaza Strip
pre-1967 War borders.
and Golan Heights
 Palestinian Liberation
 Unified Jerusalem under
Organization (PLO) later
Israeli control
begins to use terrorism to
attract attention to its cause
of an independent state.
zone to deter future
attacks

Reflection
 Write for three minutes about BOTH of the following

questions.




If you were Israeli, how might you feel about the 1967 war and
its outcome?
If you were Palestinian, how might you feel about the 1967 war
and its outcome?

The Camp David Accords
 1977: Egypt (led by Anwar Sadat)

engages Israel in peace efforts
 1978: Camp David Accords






U.S. President Carter invites Sadat and Israeli Prime Minister
Begin to Camp David
Egypt recognizes Israel as a country
Israel gives Sinai peninsula back to Egypt
First agreement between Israel and an Arab nation

Perspectives on Camp David Accords
Israeli

 Shows that the country

is willing to trade land it
has conquered for peace

Palestinian and Arab
Nations

 Egypt recognizes that

Israel is a country and
exists.
 Sadat assassinated in 1981
by Muslim extremists
 Jordan signs peace
agreement with Israel in
1994.

Reflection
 Write for three minutes about BOTH of the following

questions.




If you were Israeli, how might you feel about the Camp David
Accords?
If you were Palestinian or a resident of an Arab country, how
might you feel about the Camp David Accords?

The Intifada
 Palestinian uprising against Israeli occupation, living

conditions, and to demand independence that begins
in 1987.


Includes Palestinian demonstrations, strikes, boycotts, rock
throwing and gasoline bombs.

 Israeli military response
 Over approx. 400 Israelis Killed
 Over approx. 1500 Palestinians Killed

Peace Efforts Continued
 During the 1990’s several advances towards peace

were made with several meetings taking place in
places such as Egypt, Spain, the United States, and
Norway.


1993 Oslo Accords: Palestinian Leader Yasser Arafat and
Israel’s Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin met to begin to work out
a peace deal that included each side recognizing the right of
the other to exist.

 Rabin assassinated by Jewish extremist in November

of 1995

Second Intifada
•By 2000, peace process has faded.
•In 2000, Israeli political figure Ariel Sharon visits
Temple Mount (Western Wall area and Al Aqsa Mosque
area) in Jerusalem
•Palestinian violence erupts beginning the Second
Intifada
•Buses, discos, hotels, fast food restaurants, etc in
Israel blown up by Palestinian suicide bombers
•Israel responds militarily
•From 2000-June 2008
•Over 4500 Palestinians killed
•Over 1000 Israelis killed

Reflection
 Write for three minutes about BOTH of the following

questions.




If you were Israeli, how might you feel about the Intifadas and
peace efforts during the 1990’s?
If you were Palestinian, how might you feel about the Intifadas
and peace efforts during the 1990’s?

The Gaza Strip
 In 2005, Israel removed its settlements from the

Gaza Strip and gave much control of the area to the
Palestinian government (with exceptions such as the
border, airspace, coastline)
 Gaza later comes under the control of Hamas, a
group considered by Israel and other countries to be
a terrorist organization.
 As of June 2008, Hamas and Israel have entered into
a cease fire agreement.

Current Issue : Two-State Solution
 Palestinian and Israeli leaders backed by US and

other countries working towards the existence of
Israel and of Palestine. But the following issues
remain…

Current Issue: Jerusalem
Israeli Perspective

Palestinian Perspective

 Sees united Jerusalem

 Sees East Jerusalem as

as its capitol

its capitol

Current Issue: Settlements
Israeli Perspective

Palestinian Perspective

 For religious, political,

 Israeli settlements go

and security reasons a
large number Israeli
settlements exist in the
West Bank and East
Jerusalem.


270,000 Israeli settlers in
the West Bank

against the idea of a
future Palestinian
state.

Current Issue: Security Barrier
Israeli Perspective

Palestinian Perspective

 Israel is building a

 The barrier goes

barrier between it and
the West Bank. Israel
sees this as a way to
prevent further suicide
bombings.

beyond the border
between the West Bank
and Israel.


The barrier route is 449
miles, while the “Green
Line”—the “border”
between the West Bank
and Israel is 199 miles.

Current Issue: Movement
Israeli Perspective

Palestinian Perspective

 Palestinians need

 The restriction on

permission to leave
West Bank. Israelis see
this as needed security
to prevent terrorism.

movement limits jobs,
health care, education,
etc. contributing to
standard of living in
West Bank being
significantly less than
that of Israel.

Current Issue: Security and Terrorism
Israeli Perspective
 Terrorist organizations like

Hamas (which controls the
Gaza Strip) and Hezbollah
(based in Lebanon and who
was at war with Israel in
the summer of 2006)
continue to fire rockets into
Israel. Individuals also
continue to commit other
acts of terror.

Palestinian Perspective

 Can’t stereotype all

Palestinians as
terrorists as the
majority are not
terrorists.
 Palestinian
government denounced
terrorism.

Current Issue: Right of Return
Israeli Perspective

Palestinian Perspective

 If Palestinians living in

 As refugees,

Arab nations or in the
Occupied Territories
return to Israel to
reclaim land, it can
mean the end of Israel
as a Jewish state.

Palestinians believe
they should be able to
return to their or their
families land in Israel.

Reflection
 Write for five minutes about BOTH of the following

questions.




If you were Israeli, how might you feel about the Two State
Solution and the current issues in the Israel-Palestinian
Conflict?
If you were Palestinian, how might you feel about the Two
State Solution and the current issues in the Israel-Palestinian
Conflict?

Assignment: Part I
 Using your notes from the power point as well as your reflection

writings, choose one of the following assignments to complete.
1)
Imagine that you are a cartographer working for an European
textbook company. Create a series of three maps that portray the
Israeli-Palestinian Conflict in the following years: 1947 (Partition
Plan), 1949, and 1968. Be sure that your maps show all the
countries and territories involved!
2)
Imagine that you have been asked to write a short article to be
included in an upcoming issue of Geography for Kids about how
the lines that comprise maps can sometimes change. You have
decided to use the Israeli-Palestinian conflict as your example.
Compose an article consisting of at least three paragraphs on how
the borders of the countries and territories involved have changed
from the UN Partition Plan to the present day.

Assignments: Part II
Seeing Things from Another Perspective: The Israeli View
 Pretend that you are a teenager living in Israel. You

have been asked to write an article for a magazine
that is published for Palestinian teenagers about
your view of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. As this
is written for teens, please be sure to put the
information in YOUR OWN WORDS. Your article
should be at least three paragraphs and include the
following:
•

Claims to the land

•

Current issues

•

The various wars and
intifadas

•

A creative title for your
article

•

The various peace
efforts

Assignments: Part III
Seeing Things from Another Perspective: The Palestinian View
 Pretend that you are a Palestinian teenager. You

have been asked to write an article for a magazine
that is published for teenagers in Israel about your
view of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. As this is
written for teens, please be sure to put the
information in YOUR OWN WORDS. Your article
should be at least three paragraphs and include the
following:
•

Claims to the land

•

Current issues

•

The various wars and
intifadas

•

A creative title for your
article

•

The various peace
efforts

Assignment Part IV: Teens Working Towards Peace
Choose ONE of the following 3 options:

 Using another sheet of paper, create a miniposter with at least

four images of things that you think Israeli and Palestinian
teenagers can do to help create peace in their part of the world.
Be sure to write captions for your images and come up with a
creative title!
 In a group of no more than 4 create a 3-5 minute skit or
documentary about ways teens can help create peace in their part
of the world. (Hint: Do some online research to find out about
organizations that try to assist this!)
 Create a three-panel brochure complete with at least 3
paragraphs of text and three images about a real or fictional
organization that aims to bring teens together to help create
peace in this part of the world. (Hint: Do some online research
to find out about organizations that try to assist this!)

For More Information…
In addition to the materials given and information presented during the FulbrightHays Seminar itself, the following sources were used in this project and may be of
use to you as well:
 The Lemon Tree: An Arab, a Jew, and the Heart of the Middle East, Sandy Tolan; Bloomsbury
USA (2006)
 Learning Each Other’s Historical Narratives, Sami Adwan and Dan Bar-On; Peace Research
Institute in the Middle East (2002); http://vispo.com/PRIME/index.htm
 The Question of Palestine and the United Nations (downloadable booklet)
http://www.un.org/Depts/dpi/palestine/
 Question of Palestine at the United Nations
http://www.un.org/Depts/dpa/qpal/
 The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories
http://www.btselem.org/English/index.asp
 Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs
http://www.mfa.gov.il/mfa
 PBS Newshour
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/indepth_coverage/middle_east/conflict/index.html
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/middle_east/jan-june05/palestinian_5-26.html

For More Information…
BBC (good maps)
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/spl/hi/middle_east/03/v3_israel_palestinians/maps/html
/default.stm
 Other BBC Sites
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_depth/middle_east/2001/israel_and_the_palestinians/defa
ult.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/6506101.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/events/israel_at_50/history/82302.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/september/13/newsid_3053000/305373
3.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/june/5/newsid_2654000/2654251.stm
 http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/History/67_War.html
 Time Magazine
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1815387,00.html?cnn=yes
 Christian Science Monitor
http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/0623/p04s01-wome.html
Note: As this conflict is ever-evolving, it is highly recommended to check sites such as these
mentioned above as well as others prior to teaching this project each year.


