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Introduction: 

In conjunction with this series of lessons, students will spend approximately four weeks reading 

multicultural literature. In a reading workshop format, students will choose from a variety of books 

representing cultures from within the United States and throughout the world, including the Middle East 

and North Africa. Students will be encouraged to read as many books as possible during the course of 

the unit. They will be taught minilessons on reading strategies, culture, responding to literature, story 

elements, point of view and more. They will be encouraged to look critically at their books and ask 

themselves questions such as: Who has the power in the story? How is the culture represented? What 

kinds of stereotypes are there in the story? What stereotypes do you have about this culture? 

 
The lessons below can be presented at any time during the reading workshop, or at the end of it. During 

these lessons, students will look more specifically at the topic of stereotypes. They will discuss 

stereotypes in their own lives as well as stereotypes found in the books they read. They will also be 

introduced to more specific information about the Middle East and North Africa and come to understand 

that stereotypes exist all over the world. Students will write a series of blog posts related to their learning. 

 
The next step of the unit will involve research. Students will make a connection with at least one other 

person who lives in the region of the world where their book takes place and/or is a member of the culture 

the book portrays. Students will ask questions about the culture and compare it to the way it was 

represented in the book. Students will also ask how their own culture is portrayed in the region of the 

world where the story takes place. They will continue to write blog posts and share their thoughts with a 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1k5XJlxlVT4Asb82H_ZgTw0QgoKy39ZN9t8QmROkWoO8/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fcreativecommons.org%2Flicenses%2Fby-nc%2F4.0%2F&amp;sa=D&amp;sntz=1&amp;usg=AFQjCNHWa2f-hTpPAz7YhKE6dwcUG2Y8AA
mailto:tflanagan@stoningtonschools.org
mailto:tflanagan@stoningtonschools.org


This unit plan by Tim Flanagan is licensed under a Creative Commons AttributionNonCommercial 4.0 International License. 

2 

 

student from another region of the world. Finally, students will write poetry that expresses lesson learned 

how to combat stereotypes. Their poetry will be shared through their blog and other avenues. 

 
Geographic Connections: 

Through interaction with students of other regions of the world, students will learn about the geography of 

that area. They will also understand how geography influences the events in the stories they read. 

 
Vocabulary: 

culture, stereotypes, bias, prejudice, diversity, perspective, MENA Region, Arab, Amazigh, blog 
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Stage 1 – Desired Results 
 

Common Core Content Standard(s): 

● CCSS.ELALITERACY.RL.7.2 

● Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the 

provide an objective summary of the text. 

● CCSS.ELALITERACY.W.7.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development 

organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

● CCSS.ELALITERACY.SL.7.5 Include multimedia components and visual displays in 

presentations to clarify claims and findings and emphasize salient points. 

Global Competencies: 

● Students investigate the world beyond their immediate environment. 

● Students recognize their own and others’ perspectives. 

● Students communicate their ideas effectively to diverse audiences. 

 

Understanding (s)/Goals: 

Students will understand that: 

● Sometimes cultures can be represented with stereotypes in literature. 

● Some cultures are underrepresented in media. 

● It is important to be aware of assumptions and stereotypes we may have about groups of peopl 

 

Essential Question(s) Related to Theme(s): 

● How do stereotypes against a group of people affect all of us? 

● What are some ways to combat stereotypes? 

 

Student Objectives (Outcomes): 

Students will be able to: 

● Identify the cultural traits represented in the books they read. 

● Define stereotype and identify stereotypes found in books and other media. 

● Interview others to find out more about their culture. 

● Expand their point of view by becoming more aware of cultural stereotypes and considering th 

perspectives of other cultures. 

 
 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 
 

Performance Task(s): 

● Students will write at least one final copy of a haiku. This can be evaluated for structure, cont 

(connection to research on stereotypes), word choice, spelling and punctuation. 

● The students will write a series of blog posts. A final blog post reflecting on learning can be u 

a summative assessment. 

 

Other Evidence: 

● Blog posts written during the unit. 

● Notes from research on stereotypes. 
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Stage 3 – Learning Plan 
 

Day 1/Lesson 1: 

 
Content Standards: CCSS.ELALITERACY.CCRA.R.7   Integrate and evaluate content presented in 

diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 
 

Objective(s) for Lesson: Students will participate in a carousel brainstorm activity and be able to def 

and give examples of stereotypes. 
 
 

 

Engage: What the teacher will do to engage the students in the lesson 
 
 

Show photographs of people and places from different cultures (such as theseonesfromMorocco) an 

ask students to identify what they can tell about the people from the photographs. Be on the lookout f 

stereotypes, but save comments about them until after the activity. 
 
 

 

How does this lesson promote inquiry? Describe the learning through exploration, explanation and/or 

elaboration. 
 
 
 

 

What the teacher will be doing 
 

What the students will be doing 

 

● Explain the carousel brainstorm activity. Divide the 

students into five groups. Send each group to one of the 

five posters hanging in the room. Each poster will have 

one question on it. Give each group a different color 

marker. Groups should record their answers at the poste 

and wait until the teacher asks them to rotate to the next 

station. The teacher should give each group a few minut 

at each station. Encourage students to add new ideas 

and/or comment on previous groups’ ideas at each statio 

Possible questions for each station (choose five): 

○ Write synonyms or related words to “stereotype. 

○ Share an example (from personal experience or 

made up) of a judgment made based on 

stereotypes. 

○ How can you challenge stereotypes? 

○ What are some examples of stereotypes portraye 

in the media? 

○ What are some examples of stereotypes about 

 

● Participate in the carousel 

brainstorm activity by 

contributing to their group an 

recording answers. 

● Record a definition of 

stereotype. 
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Materials/Resources needed for this lesson: Images from various cultures, chart paper, tape, marke 

 

Learner Background: In conjunction with this series of lessons, students will be reading multicultur 

literature. They will be reading and writing about stereotypes and other issues found in their books. 

 

Differentiation:  This lesson involves group work. The groups can be heterogeneous. Students can t 

turns being the recorder for their group. Students can express their learning in a variety of formats 

(speaking, writing, drawing). 

 

Context of the lesson: This particular lesson will introduce students to the concept of stereotypes an 

prepare them for a deeper examination of this topic. 
 

Assessment: As a formative assessment, the teacher can ask students to write a definition of stereoty 

and provide at least one example. 

 

girls? About boys? 

○ Write a poem with a message about stereotypes. 

○ Draw a picture that portrays a stereotype. 

● After each group has gone to each station, lead a class 

discussion. Highlight some common themes, ask studen 

to explain their thinking, have each group share their po 

or drawing, discuss misconceptions, etc. Use the answe 

as a starting point for discussion. 

● Look at the images shared at the beginning of class and 

discuss any statements that were made that could be 

considered stereotypes. End the discussion by reviewin 

what you learned about what a stereotype is. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

d 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

 
Day 2/Lesson 2: 

Content Standards: CCSS.ELALITERACY.CCRA.R.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and 

specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficienc 

evidence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Template: L. Krenicki 2014 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1k5XJlxlVT4Asb82H_ZgTw0QgoKy39ZN9t8QmROkWoO8/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fcreativecommons.org%2Flicenses%2Fby-nc%2F4.0%2F&amp;sa=D&amp;sntz=1&amp;usg=AFQjCNHWa2f-hTpPAz7YhKE6dwcUG2Y8AA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.corestandards.org%2FELA-Literacy%2FCCRA%2FR%2F8%2F&amp;sa=D&amp;sntz=1&amp;usg=AFQjCNH0jxh2DwSSNM0kb0bq2GuptSwP0w


This unit plan by Tim Flanagan is licensed under a Creative Commons AttributionNonCommercial 4.0 International License. 

6 

 

CCSS.ELALITERACY.CCRA.R.9 Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics 

order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. 
 

Integration of 21st century skills: Students will set up a blog and begin writing posts. 

 
Objective(s) for Lesson: Students will evaluate the author’s argument in one or both of the videos. 

will make connections to the books they are reading and to their own life experiences. 
 
 

 

Engage: What the teacher will do to engage the students in the lesson 
 
 

Play the following video: “Nahla  Muslima In High School” 

http://youtu.be/K9lBpoko7LA?list=PL4ZKBIsw9RAZfRvop1iNHpVO0MaXSojzy 
 

Before showing, explain that this is a spoken word poem around the issue of stereotypes of Muslims. 
 
 

 

How does this lesson promote inquiry? Describe the learning through exploration, explanation and/or 

elaboration. 
 
 
 

 

What the teacher will be doing 
 

What the students will be doing 

 

● After the video is played, ask the students to write a 

short response with their reaction to the video. Some 

possible prompts include: 

○ What is the author’s message? 

○ If Nahla spoke in the video, what do you think 

she would say? 

○ How does this video relate to issues in our 

school? 

● Next, have students share their reflection with a partne 

or small group. 

● Lead the class in a discussion about the video. Ask 

students to relate the topic to other types of stereotypes 

of people in school and society. 

● Optional activity: Play the following video: “A Land 

Called Paradise” http://www.linktv.org/video/2944. It 

depicts Muslim Americans’ responses when asked wha 

they wanted the rest of the world to know. 

○ Preview this video first; you may choose to sho 

just a portion of it, or not use it at all. 

○ After watching, discuss the video. Ask the 

 

● View the video and take notes 

for discussion. 

● Analyze the author’s message. 

● Consider multiple points of 

view. 

● Compare the messages and 

methods in the two videos. 

● Brainstorm topics for research 

about stereotypes. 

● Begin blogging about topics 

related to stereotypes. 
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Materials/Resources needed for this lesson:  Projector, access to the two videos, computers, access 

to a blogging platform for students. 

 

Learner Background: In conjunction with this series of lessons, students will be reading multicultur 

literature. They will be reading and writing about stereotypes and other issues found in their books. 

 

Differentiation: This lesson involves a think, pair, share activity based on video content.  Students 

have difficulty writing can express their learning in a variety of formats (speaking, writing, drawing). 

 

Context of the lesson: This lesson will lead students to examine specific topics related to stereotypes 

prepare them to do more research related to an area of interest. 

 

Assessment: The teacher can ask students to write a short response comparing the two videos (or two 

other videos or texts). 

 

students what stereotypes the people in the vide 

are addressing. Ask for students’ reactions, 

including what surprised them and what they 

learned. Ask students to compare the two 

videos. 

 
● Explain to students that they will research stereotypes 

connected to the culture represented in their book. 

● Begin a discussion by having students share possible 

topics to research. Record student answers on the boar 

and discuss. Provide students with ideas to get them 

thinking. Encourage students to broaden their idea of 

culture and include any traits that are stereotyped, such 

as: religion, race, gender, class, etc. They should state 

ideas that are connected to the multicultural books they 

read. 

● Introduce a blogging platform to students, such as 

Blogger. Ask students to write a post reflecting on thei 

understanding of stereotypes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

w 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 
 

Days 35/Lesson 3: 
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Content Standards: CCSS.ELALITERACY.CCRA.R.7 Integrate and evaluate content presented i 

diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 
 

Integration of 21st century skills: Students will maintain a blog and begin interacting with their pee 

commenting on blog posts. They will also make a connection and interact with at least one person ou 

of their classroom, using technology. 
 

Objective(s) for Lesson: The students will research additional information related to a culture of cho 

evaluate the information found and take notes on stereotypes related to that culture. 
 
 

 

Engage: What the teacher will do to engage the students in the lesson 
 
 

● Share the following site with students. Have them choose several videos to watch on their ow 

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/spc/multimedia/bullyingstudentreportinglabs/ 

○ These videos depict brief explanations from students who are sharing experiences bein 

bullied. Have students share their reactions to the videos. 

○ Many of the examples involve stereotypes relating to a group or “culture” the students 

belong to. 

○ Remind students that they are going to investigate stereotypes. Ask them to think abou 

how stereotypes may lead to bullying of people who belong to the culture they are 

investigating. 
 
 

How does this lesson promote inquiry? Describe the learning through exploration, explanation and/or 

elaboration. 
 
 
 

 

What the teacher will be doing 
 

What the students will be 

doing 

 

● Give students time to begin to research their cultures. They 

should focus on the following questions: 

○ What are some common stereotypes that people have 

about this culture? 

○ What are some misunderstood aspects of this culture 

○ How are members of this culture typically represente 

in books, movies, TV and other media? 

○ What people or organizations are working to challen 

these stereotypes? How are they doing this? 

● Over the course of the next several classes, assist students in 

finding ways to connect with at least one person or organizat 

 

● Choose a culture and 

stereotypes to research. 

● Begin interacting with 

someone outside the 

classroom. 

● Answer assigned 

notetaking questions. 

● Write blog posts 

reflecting on progress. 
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that can share their experience as a member of the group the 

are researching. Some possible ideas: 

○ Have students create questions and/or use the 

questions on the directions sheet. 

○ Use Twitter, Skype, Google Communities and other 

platforms to find people or organizations to connect 

with. 

○ Try using organizations such as iEARN 

(http://iearn.org) and ePals (http://www.epals.com) to 

connect with students in other countries. 

○ Set up video conferences during lunch for students. 

○ Write letters/emails to organizations. 

○ Reach out to members of your own community who 

may come from a culture being researched. 

● The teacher will need to gather possible resources and 

websites for students, depending on the topics chosen. 

● Encourage students who are investigating similar topics to s 

resources and information. 

● Continue to ask students to write short blog posts reflecting 

their progress. 
 
 

 

Materials/Resources needed for this lesson: Projector, computers, access to the introductory video, 

student blogs, possible connection to another classroom through an organization or private arrangeme 

 

Learner Background: In conjunction with this series of lessons, students will be reading multicultur 

literature. They will be reading and writing about stereotypes and other issues found in their books. 

 

Differentiation: Some students may need help with researching. The teacher can set up a workshop 

format in the classroom and meet with individuals or small groups who need assistance. Some studen 

be partnered up if they are unable to complete the research on their own. 

 

Context of the lesson: This lesson will provide students with specific background about a stereotype 

are researching. 

 

Assessment:  The teacher can use student blog posts as a formative assessment. 
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Stage 3 – Learning Plan 
 

Days 68/Lesson 4: 

Content Standards: CCSS.ELALITERACY.W.7.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which th 

development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 
Integration of 21st century skills: Students will maintain a blog and continue interacting with their 

by commenting on blog posts. They will maintain a connection and interact with at least one person o 

of their classroom, using technology. 
 

Objective(s) for Lesson: Students will write a final copy of a haiku and blog posts that demonstrate t 

learning about stereotypes. 
 
 

 

Engage: What the teacher will do to engage the students in the lesson 
 
 

Read several examples of haiku and ask students to describe what they notice about the poems. 
 
 

 

How does this lesson promote inquiry? Describe the learning through exploration, explanation and/or 

elaboration. 
 
 
 

 

What the teacher will be doing 
 

What the students will be doing 

 

● Share e 

qualitie 

○ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

○ 

 
● Tell stu 

nontrad 

include 

● Give st 

of haik 

● Over th 

miniles 

 

xamples of haiku. Discuss the 

s of haiku. 

Examples: 
http://www.teenink.com/poetry/all/ 

 

● Use the writing process to draft several 

haiku. Conference with peers and the 

teacher to make revisions and edit. 

● Publish at least one haiku on their blog 

d and/or in other places. 

● Comment on classmates’ haiku. 

● Write final blog posts summarizing learnin 

about specific stereotypes and ways to 

combat them. 

ticle/85330/ViewFromTheOutsi 

eAHaikuRegardingTexasStere 

otypes/ 

http://www.poetrysoup.com/poems 

haiku 

dents that they will write a 

itional haiku. Their haiku should 

a message about stereotypes. 

udents time to work on several draf 

u. 

e course of 23 classes, teach 

sons about word choice, using a 
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thesaurus, revising, editing, and any other 

needed skills. 

● Take time in class for students to share 

drafts and discuss features that make some 

haiku stand out. 

● Assign students a final series of blog posts 

where they summarize their learning about 

stereotypes and discuss ways to combat 

them. 
 
 

 

Materials/Resources needed for this lesson: Computers, student blogs, access to websites with haik 

examples. 

 

Learner Background: In conjunction with this series of lessons, students will be reading multicultur 

literature. They will be reading and writing about stereotypes and other issues found in their books. 

 

Differentiation:  The teacher should continue using the workshop format and set expectations accord 

to each students’ needs. Some students may write more than one haiku, or more indepth blog posts, 

others may write with individual assistance. 
 

Context of the lesson: This will be the culminating activity for students’ examination of stereotypes, 

some students may decide to maintain their blogs and/or contacts made during these lessons. 

 

Assessment:  The teacher can evaluate the final haiku and blog posts to as a summative assessment. 

 
 
 
 

Complete Resource List/Bibliography: 

 
Books used during this multicultural unit (additional titles may be added). 

 

Adamo, Francesco, and Ann Lenori. Iqbal. New York: Atheneum Books for Young 

Readers, 2003. Print. 
 

 

Baker, Jeannie. Mirror. Somerville, Mass.: Candlewick Press, 2010. Print. 
 
 
Budhos, Marina Tamar. Ask me no questions. New York: Atheneum Books for Young 

Readers, 2006. Print. 

 
Carmi, Daniella, and Yael Lotan. Samir and Yonatan. New York: Arthur A. Levine Books, 
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2000. Print. 
 
 
Clements, Andrew, and Mark Elliott. Extra credit. New York: Atheneum Books for Young 

Readers, 2009. Print. 

 
Craig, Colleen. Afrika. Toronto: Tundra Books, 2007. Print. 

 

 

Donovan, Sandra. Teens in Morocco. Minneapolis, MN: Compass Point Books, 2008. 

Print. 
 
 

Ellis, Deborah. Children of war: voices of Iraqi refugees. Toronto: Groundwood Books, 

2009. Print. 

 
Ellis, Deborah. Three wishes: Palestinian and Israeli children speak. Toronto, ON: 

Groundwood Books ;, 2004. Print. 

Fattah, Randa. Does my head look big in this?. New York: Orchard Books, 2007. Print. 

Guène, Faïza, and Sarah Adams. Kiffe kiffe tomorrow. Orlando: Harcourt, 2006. Print. 
 

Henry, Marguerite, and Wesley Dennis.King of the Wind. Chicago: Rand 

McNally, 1948. Print. 
 
 

Lekuton, Joseph, and Herman J. Viola.Facing the lion: growing up Maasai on the African 

savanna. Washington, D.C.: National Geographic, 2003. Print. 

 
Mason, Prue. Camel rider. Watertown, MA: Charlesbridge, 2007. Print. 

 

 

Mazer, Anne. America street: a multicultural anthology of stories. New York: Persea 

Books, 1993. Print. 
 
 

Mikaelsen, Ben. Red midnight. New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 2002. Print. 

Myers, Walter Dean. Slam!. New York: Scholastic Press, 1996. Print. 

Naidoo, Beverley. The other side of truth. New York: HarperCollins, 2001. Print. 

Napoli, Donna Jo. Alligator bayou. New York: Wendy Lamb Books, 2009. Print. 

Rumford, James. Traveling man: the journey of Ibn Battuta, 1325-1354. Boston: 
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Houghton Mifflin, 2001. Print. 
 
 
Sheth, Kashmira. Boys without names. New York: Balzer + Bray, 2010. Print. 

Soto, Gary. Taking sides. San Diego: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1991. Print. 
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