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Legend has i, the spark of Syria*s eonl
war came From a Few cans of spray
paint in the southwest city of Daraa
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Between 2006 and 2011, over half

of the country had suffered under
the worst drought on record
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Nearly B5% of

. This drought was livestock died.

more intense and
lasted longer than
could be explained
by natural variations
in weather This
was climate change.
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B Drought in the Middle East
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Syria‘s famed fields of Halaby




President Bashar al-Assad’s offered
little help. His government awarded well
rights along political (ines, so Farmers
had to drill their own illegal wells

And people who spoke out

against him regularly faced
imprisonment, torture, and

even death




Nearly a million rural villagers (ost
their Farms to the drought
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They crowded into
overcrowded cities
like Daraa

In the cities, the water | There weren’t enough jobs.
problem became even Once prosperous farmers
-~ more dire. oy were lucky to find work
. . as street sweepers.
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. So, a group of teenage boys
expressed their frustrations
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The people / want /
Y to topple the regime’

Local secret police came

- — : and arrested fifteen of
They borrowed a slogan from new | the teenagers

revolutions in Cairo and Tunis
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In a cell of the nearby Political
Security branch, the police beat
and tortured the boys.

The grown men burned
their skin and pulled
out their fingernails
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families in Daraa Family members marched to the
governor*s house

The boys came from some of the most prominent
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Agsad’s Syria was a government

accustemed to authoritanan rule,
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Soon after, Syrians in other
cities gathered in support of
# the ‘children of Daraa’
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This kund of sustained
uprising—tt wasn’¢

supposed to happen in
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ttle - based reporter Alex Stonehill had been
in Syria in late 2010. He was shocked when
the revolution began a few months (ater
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Before the war started
things were pretty stable
Even when stuff started
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Right up until the first protests in Daraa international security analysts

had proclaimed Syria immune 4o the rising Arab Spring

“Demonstrations in Syria are
unlikely to pick up anywhere near
enough momentum to seriously
threaten the regime of

President Bashar al-Assad.”
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The Assad family had held Syria under

ome of the most oppressive, but steady

regimes in the Midde East for the

past forty years :
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2006 to 2011 drought on Syria’ s




Francisco Femia is the director of the Washington, OC based
for Climate and Security

After decades of cruel leadership, the effects of climate change
may have been the ultimate unhinging stressor for Syria
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- Even if this climate- stressed 1 cur‘r‘en* rates of gremhmn gas
recovers polifically Syria emissions continue, more extreme
is on path to lose nearly 50w
more of s agricultural capacity

droughts will return and water
shertages will worsen

MSmanrmnasnwmaF{he i :
devastation that can eccur when temuous =
political situations combine with Hhe :
stresses of climate change
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Source: http://grist.org/climate-energy/syrias-climate-fueled-conflict-in-one-stunning-comic-strip/



