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Refugeeadmissionplummet under Trump, USATODAY analyssfinds

Alan Gorrez. USATODAYPublished3:01p.m. ET May 4, 20171 Updated11:39a.m.ET May JO, 2017

The numberof refugeesarriving in the United Stateshasdroppedsharplythis year becauseof
PresidenfTrump'sthreatsto bar their entry, eventhough his orderfor atotal 120-daybanhasbeen
blocked twice by federalcourts,a USA TODAY analysisof governmentfigures shows.

The U.S. accepted2,070refugeesin March, the lowestmonthly total since2013,accordingto State
Departmentdata.April endedwith 3,316 refugeesadmitted,the secondowest total since2013.

Refugeesare a specialclassof migrantswho seekasylumbecausevar, persecutionor natural
disastershaveforced themto flee their home countries.Worldwide, therearemore refugeeshan at
anytime sinceWorld War Il asaresult of somany regional conflicts, accordingto the United Nations.
Facedwith that crisis, PresidentBarack Obamaincreasedhe numberof refugeesthe U.S. acceptsach
year from 70,000in fiscal year2015,to 85,000in 2016anda proposed110,000in 2017.That
comparego about 1 million Germanyacceptedin the pastyear. Trump, however,wantsto lower that
numberto 50,000becauseof concernghatterroristsmight try to enterthe U.S. posing asrefugees.
Trump'sexecutiveordersin Januaryand March suspendedhe refugeeprogramto improve the

vetting procedures.

A federaljudge inSeattleblocked Trump'soriginal order,which included a 90-day ban on travelers
from sevenmajority-Muslim nations.A federaljudge in Hawaii blocked Trump'ssecondattemptto
institutethe travel banjust hoursbeforeit was setto go into effecton March 15.The administrationis
appealingthoserulings that concuded the bansare unconstitutional.

Thelegalwranglingresultedin therefugeeprogrambeingsuspendedbr only sevendays.But
Trump'sorderto reducethe annuatapfor admissiongo 50,000remainedin effectfor nearlytwo
monthsuntil blocked bythejudgereviewingtherevisedbanin March.

Mark Krikorian, executivedirector of the Centerfor Immigration Serviceswhich advocatedor lower
levels of immigration, said he is encouragedo seethe administrationslowing down the numberof
refugeesenteringthe country.Krikorian saidthe U.S. should help refugeesliving abroadratherthan
reward a selectfew with admittanceto the U.S.

Contributing: Jacob Wirtschafterin Cairo
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Obamaon Syria: US.can't bea bystander

Obamapledgesnorepressueon Syria

As fighting continuesin Syria, PresidentObamaindicted thatthe U.S. could beefup its role there,
sayingthe U.S. cannotbe a "bystander“as Syrian PresidentBashaal-Assadcontinuesthe "slaughterof
innocents."

"It's importantthat we not be bystanderduringtheseextraordinaryevents,"Mr. Obamasaid in
remarksafter a White House meetingwith DanishPrime Minister Helle ThorningSchmidt.

The presidentspokeasan internationalcoalition called "Friendsof Syria" meetin Tunisiato discuss
the war that haski lled at least5.000 peopleaccordngto the United Nationsin Decembergven
thoughthedeathtoll is expectedo bemuchhigher.At thatmeeting,Secretaryf StateHillary Clinton
saidAssadandhis supportersvill have'morebloodontheirhands'if theatrocitiescontinue.

BetweenClinton andMr. Obama'semarks,the U.S. gaveits harshestpublic critique of Assadand
promisedan increasedole, but no military assistancevaspledgedby the U.S. nor the "Friendsof
Syria" group.Instead the U.S. and the othernationsreaffirmed their commitmentto chokeoff Assad's
resourceghrough sanctionsandtravel bans.

"We are goingto continueto keepthe pressureup andlook for everytool availableto preventthe
slaughterof innocentsin Syria,"the presidentsaid.

Clinton alsosaidthe U.S. is providing $10million for humanitarianaid, and shecalledfor a ceasdfire
to ensue the aid reacheghe afflicted.

"I haveto saythatall of us who've beenseeingtheterrible picturescoming out of SyriaandHoms
recently recognizeit is absolutelyimperativefor the internationalcommunity to rally and sendclear
messagéo presidentAssadthat it is time for atransition, it is time for thatregimeto moveon," Mr.
Obamasaid.

In Tunis, Clinton appliedmore pressureon the Chineseand Russiango removetheir block to
intervention at the United Nations. Shesaidtheir oppositionis "despicable."

Meanwhile,threeU.S. senatorsjncluding JohnMcCain, top Republicanon the SenateArmed Services
Committee called for theU .S.to provide weaponsintelligence moneyand resoucesto therebels
fighting the Syrianregime.

"If the community of responsiblenationsis to assistthe Syrian peoplein bringing Assad'sviolent rule
to an end,therecanbe no substitutefor vigorous American leadership,"SenatoiMcCain wrote in a
statement.
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U.S fires missilesafter Syrian townistargetof deadlvchemicalattack

(April, 2017)

Internationaloutrageis growing over a chemicalattackthatkilled dozensof civilians in atown in
northwestSyria on Tuesdaymorning.

Thetown of Khan Sheikhunis held by rebelswho opposethe SyriangovernmentThe government,
led by PresidenBasharal-Assad,haskilled manywho opposehim sincethe startof civil war in 2011.

Reportersan Khan Sheikhunsaw lifeless bodieslying ata field hospital. The hospitalitself was hit by
air strikeshoursafterthe chemical attack.

The World Health Organizationsaid on Wednesdaythat somevictims appearedo showsignsof
exposurgO "nerveagents."

By Thursday,it was clearthat the attackusedsarin gas.Inhaled or absorbedhroughthe skin, sarin
gaskills by crippling the respiratorycenterof the centralnervoussystemand paralyzesthe muscles
aroundthe lungs.

Syria DeniesUsing ChemicalWeapons

Rebelgroupshaveaccusedhe Assad governmentof carrying out the strike, and warnedthatthe
attack "calls into question“efforts to bring an endto the bloody conflict thathasgoneon for morethan
six years.

A numberof different rebel groupsare fighting againstthe Syriangovernment.They havedifferent
ideologies.Rebelgroupsincluding al-Qaida'sformer affiliate saidon Tuesdaythey would takerevenge
againstheregimeand its backers.The rebel groupscalled on allied fighters "to ignite the fronts"
acrossthe country.

But Assad'sarmy deniedthe claims, sayingit neverusedchemicalweapons'anytime, anywhereand
will notdo soin thefuture." Leadersin Washington,D.C., and London, England,quickly pointedthe
finger at Assad,and EuropeanUnion diplomatic chief FedericaMogherini said Assad'sregimebore
"primary responsibility” for the attack.

SyrianGovernmeninvolved In OtherChemicalAttacks

But therehavebeenrepeatedallegationsof chemicalweaponsuseby the governmentsince,with a

U N.-led investigationblaming the regimefor at leastthreechemicalattacksin 2014and2015.The
Islamic State extremisgroup, alsoknown by the acronymlISIS, was found to haveusedmustardgas
in a 2015 attackin Syria. Thegroup'sfighters have capturedpartsof Syria and northernand western
Iraq.

U.S.Respond&Vith Military Strike

U.S. PresidenDonald Trump ordereda massivemilitary strike againstSyriaon Thursdayin
retaliation for the chemicalattack.A White Houseofficial said 59 precisionguided missileshit Shayrat
Airfield in Syria,wherethe United States believe$Suesday'sleady attackwaslaunched.

The missileswerefired from the USS Porterandthe USS Ross,two U.S. Navy shipslocatedin the
easternrMediterraneanSeaA U.S. official saidthe missilestargetedaircraftandrunwaysatthebase.
"This sitewasassociatedvith the Syrianregime'schemical weapongprogramanddirectly linked to
the horrific chemical weaponsattackApri | 4," the W hite Houseofficial said.



CaseStudy 2: Documentl

TheArab world's wealthiestnationsare doing nextto nothirgfor Syria refugees
By IshaanTharoorSeptembed, 2015

SomeEuropeancountrieshavebeencriticized for offering sanctuaryonly to a smallnumberof
refugeespr for discriminating betweenMuslims and Christians.There'salsobeena good deal of
continentalhandwringing over the generaldysfunction of Europe'ssystemsfor migration and
asylum.

Lessire, though,hasbeendirectedat anothersetof stakeholdersvho almostcertainly shouldbe

doing more: SaudiArabia andthe wealthy Arab statesalongthe PersianGulf.

As AmnestylInternationalrecentlypointedout,the "sixGulf countries-Qatar United ArabEmirates,
SaudiArabia, Kuwait, OmanandBahrain-haveofferedzeroresettlemenplaceso Syrianrefugees."

As Sultan Sooudal-Qassemi,a Dubatbasedpolitical commentatorobservesthesecountriesinclude
someof the Arab world's largestmilitary budgets,its higheststandardsf living, aswell asa lengthy
history -especiallyin the caseof the United Arab Emirates-of welcoming immigrantsfrom other
Arab nationsandturning them into citizens.

Moreover, thesecountriesaren'ttotally innocentbystandersTo varying degreesglementswithin
SaudiArabia, Qatar,the U.A.E. and Kuwait haveinvestedin the Syrianconflict, playing a conspicuous
role in funding and arming a constellationof rebel and Islamist factionsfighting the regime of Syrian
PresidentBasharal-Assad.

None of thesecountriesare signatoriesof the United Nations' 1951 RefugeeConvention,which defines
what a refugeeis and lays out their rights, aswell asthe obligationsof stateso safeguardhem.For a
Syrianto enterthesecountries they would haveto apply for a visa, which, in the current
circumstancesis rarely granted.

Like Europeancountries,SaudiArabia and its neighborsalso havefearsover new arrivals takingjobs
from citizens,and may alsoinvoke concernsaboutsecurityandterrorism.But the currentgulf aid
outlay for Syrianrefugeeswhich amountsto collective donationsunder$1 billion (the United States
hasgiven four timesthat sum), seemsshort-andis madeall the more galling whenyou considerthe
vastsumsSaudiArabia andthe U.A.E. pouredinto this year'swar effort in Yemen,anintervention
someconsidera strategicblunder.

As Bobby Ghosh,managingeditor of the news site Quartz,points out, the gulf statesin theory havea
far greaterability to dealwith large numbersof arrivalsthan Syria'smoreimmediateand poorer
neighbors,Lebanonand Jordan:

Theregionhasthe capacityto quickly build housingfor therefugeesThegiantconstruction
companieshathavebuilt thegleamingtowersof Dubai,Abu Dhabi,andRiyadhshouldbecontracted
to createshelterdor theinflux. SaudiArabiahasplenty of expertiseatmanaging large umbersof
arrivals:ltreceivesanannualsurgeof millions of Hajj pil grimsto Mecca.There'snoreasorall this
knowhow cart beputto humanitarianuse.

No reasonotherthan eitherindifferenceor atotal lack of political will. In socialmedia, manyare
calling for action.The Arabic hashtagtWelcoming_Syria's_refugees_is_a ¥ duty wastweeted
morethan 33,000timesin the pastweek,accordng to the BBC.

"The Gulf mustrealizethatnow is thetime to changeheir policy regardng a cceping refugeegrom
the Syria crisis,"writes the columnist Qasseni "It is the moral, ethical andresponsble stepto take."
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SyrianPresidentBasharal-Assad:Facing downrebellion
21 October2015

Unlike his former counterpartsn Tunisiaand Egypt, when protestsagainsthis governmentbeganin
March 2011 he gaveordersto crushthe dissent,ratherthan tolerateit, and he refusedto ineet
protesters'demands.

The brutal crackdownby the securityforcesdid not, however,stop theprotestsandeventually
triggeredan armedconflict thatthe UN says hasofar left morethan 250,000peopledead.

More than 11million othershavebeenforcedfrom their homesasforcesloyal to Mr Assadandthose
opposedo his rule battle eachother- as wellasjihadist militants from Islamic State(lS).

Regionalandworld powershavealsobeendrawninto the conflict. Iran and Russiaareproppingup
the Alawite-led governmentmilitarily andfinancially, while the Sunnidominatedoppositionhas
attractedvarying degreesof supportfrom Gulf Arab states,Turkey and Westerncountries.

Both sidessayonly a political solution canendthe conflict, but a numberof attemptsto broker
ceasefiresand startdialogue havefailed, with the main sticking point beingthe fate of Mr Assad.

Fli rtationwith reform

Following his father'sdeathon 10June2000, after morethan a quarterof a centuryin power, Mr
Assad'spathto the presidencywasassuredy loyalistsin the securityforces,military, ruling Baath
Partyand dominantAlawite sect,who removedthe lastremainingobstaclessuchasamendingthe
constitutionto allow a 34-yearold to becomeheadof state.

He wasthen promotedto the rank of field marshal,and appointedcommanderf the armedforces
and secretarygeneralof the BaathParty.

A July 2000 referendumconfirmedhim aspresidentwith 97% of the vote.

In his inauguraladdressMr Assadpromisedwide-ranging reforms, including modernisingthe
economyfighting corruption and launching "our own democraticexperience"

Itwas not long before the authoritiesreleasechundredsof political prisonersand allowed the first
independennewspapergor more than threedecadedo begin publishing. A group of intellectuals
pressingfor democraticreformswere evenpermittedto hold public political meetingsand publish
statements.

The "DamascusSpring", asit becameknown, was shortlived.

By early 2001, the intellectuals'meetingsbeganto be closeddown or refusedlicencesand several
leadi ng oppositionfigureswerearrestedLim its on the freedomof the presswerealsosoonput back
in place.

Chemicalweapons

"l wasmadein Syria.l haveto live in Syriaanddie in Syria,"Mr Assadtold RussiaTodayin November
2012.

By theendof theyear,asthe deathtoll passed60,000,the presidentwasurgedto accepta peace
initiative proposedby UN specialenvoyLakhdarBrahimi.



But Mr Assadignoredthe callsandruled out any negotiationswith the rebels,whom he denowncedas
"enemiesof God and puppetsof the West".

In early 2013,the momentum in the conflict thengradually beganshifting in PresidentAssad'sfavour,
asgovernmentforceslaunchedmajor offensivesto recoverterritory and consolidatetheir grip on
population centresin the southand westof the country.

They receiveda major boostwhen the LebaneseShia Islamist movement,Hezbollah,begansending
membersof its military wing to fight the rebels,whoseappealsfor heavyweaponrywere rejectedby
Westernand Gulf allies concernedby the prominenceofjihadists linked to al-Qaeda.

At the startof August, Mr Assadpromisedtroopsin Damascughatthey would be victorious.
However, he was forced onto the defensivelater that month after a suspectedhemicalweapons
attack on the outskirtsof the capital that left hundredsdead.

TheUS andFranceconcludedthatthe attack could only havebeencarried out by governmentforces
andthreatenedpunitive military strikes.But Mr Assadinsistedtherewas "not a single shredof
evidence"supportingtheir claims and blamedrebel fighters.

He alsowarned Americanstherewould be retaliation for any punitive military actionfrom Syriaand
its allies, saying "Expect everything"

In theendpunitive strikeswerenotforthcoming.

Following an agreemenbetweenthe US and Russiathe latter an ally of Mr Assad,the president
agreedto allow internationalinspectorsto destroySyria'sarsenalof chemicalweapons,a processhat
was completedin June2014.
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AsAleppoBurns,Europe WeighsSyria Response/Nith Fears of ReneweRefugee
Crisis
Decenber 02,2016 6:00 PM

Henry Ridgwell

LONDON-—

As Syrian governmentforcescontinueto push deeperinto the rebel strongholdof easternAleppo, analysts
saythe wider geopolitical ramifications arebeing felt acrossthe West. In Europe,demanddor the removal of
Syrian PresidentBasharal-Assadcould be temperedby a desireto avoid anotherrefugeecrisis.

In easternAleppo, Syrian governmentforceshackedby Russiaare gaining ground.Victory herefor
PresidentBasharal-Assadmay force a changeof strategyby Westerngovernments.

"Assad'swinning. And | think it's pretty safeto saythat he will be thereatthe endgame,'said Michael
Stephengatthe Royal United Servicednstitute in London. "And whoevernegotiatesa peacedealin Syriawill
have to negotiatewith Basharal-Assad."”

Europeandthe United Stateshavebackedmoderateoppositionforces.But the desireto end the bloodshed
could trump thosealliances.

"How that endis reachedto be perfectly honest,is becominglessimportantthan reachingit,” said Stephens.

Europeis hostingaroundonemillion Syrianrefugees.The battle for Aleppo hasforced tensof thousands
more to flee. Humanrights groupssay Europemustrespond.

"The peopleof Europearepreparedto receiverefugees, said John Dalhuisenof Amnesty Internationalin
London. "They wantto be reassuredhatthis will be donein a structured,organizedway, thatthereare
receptionconditionswaiting for them in their countries that therewon't be social difficulties internally."

But Europeis strugglingto copewith themigrantinflux - andthatcouldforceapolicy divergencebetween
BrusselsandWashington.

"The numberone priority for the Europeanss to stopa new wave of refugeescoming into continental
purope,”said Michael Stephenf the Royal United Servicesinstitute in London. "That brings Turkey into the
game,and sotherehasto be arelationshipwith Turkey. Which then bringsthe Kurdish issueinto the game.
And if we seeat the moment,currentoperationsagainstthe Islamic Statestill heavily favor the Kurds in
Syriaasthe preferredchoice.But that seemgo be an AmericanrJed initiative, Europeansrefar more
cautiousabout it."

For Europe,the war in Syriano longerhasthe strategicimportanceit oncedid, saysStephens.

"All the different outsidefactionsandthe proxy groupscontinued thatwar, turning it into a stalematevhich
hasdestablized almostthe entireregion, and alsosouthernEurope,and driven the rise of far-right
movements n Europeaswell,” Stephensaid."Therearefar, far largerissuesat stakeand unfortunately
thosepeoplelosing out arethe Syrian civilians in easternAleppo.”

Endi ng the war may comewith the price of keeping Basharal-Assadin power. Eventhen,analystssay,
Syria'sfuture stability is far from guaranteed.
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Thismap wastweetedby Luay Al Khatteeb,a nonresidentellow at the Brookingslinstitution,showingthe
numbersaccommodatedy Syria'soverwhelmedheighborsin comparisonto theoil-rich statesfurther
south:

o

L ‘l‘ll""l"-l of Syfrmn refuqeeh I“'1I en
l v countries in the Middle

- Souce:TheArab world's wealthest nations are doing nextto nothingfor Syria's.refugees.2015
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Migrant crisis:Migration to Europeexplainedin sevencharts

A 4March2016

More thanamillion migrantsand refugeesrossednto Europein 2015,sparkingacrisisascountriesstruggledco i
copewith theinflux, andcreatingdivisionin the EU overhow bestto dealwith resettlingpeople.

Thevastmajority arrivedby seabut somemigrantshavemadetheir way overland,principally via Turkeyand
Albania.

» Winter hasnotstemmedheflow of people- with 135,711peoplereachingEuropeby seasincethe stariof 2016,
accordingotheUNHCR.
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' Theconflictin Syriacontinuedo beby farthebiggestdriver of migration. Buttheongoingviolencein Afghanistan

‘ andlraq, abugesn Eritrea,aswell aspovertyin Kosovo,arealsoleadingpeopleto look for newlives elsewhere
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2. Whereare migrants going?

Althoughnotall of thosearrivingin Europechooseo claim asylummanydo.Germanyreceivedthehighest
numberof new asylumapplicationsin 2015, with morethan476,000.

But far morepeoplehavearrived inthecountry- Germanofficials saidmorethan amillion hadbeencountedin
Germany'sEASY" systentor counting anddistributingpeoplebeforetheymakeasylumclaims.
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