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GLOSSARY: Model Content Standards for History

*  Culture: Refers to learned behavior of people, which includes their belief systems and

languages, their social relationships, their institutions and organization, and their material goods — food,
clothing, buildings, tools, and machines.

*  Cultural Diffusion: Refers to the process by which the artifacts, technology, customs, and
ideas of one culture are spread to other areas.

*  Ethnic Groups: Refers to a group of people of the same race or nationality who share a
common and distinctive culture.

* Groups: Refers to any collection of persons considered together as being related in some way.

*  Historical Inquiry: Refers to the process of studying history to find out what, who, why,
when, etc., in a logical, problem-solving manner.

*  Primary Sources: Refers to historical documents such as reports, maps, photographs, letters,
drawing, diaries, and court records and other legal documents, created by those who
participated in or witnessed the events of the past.

* Secondary Sources: Refers to written accounts of events of the past that reflect the author’s
interpretation of these events based on the author’s analysis of primary and/or secondary
sources of information.

* Society, Societies: Refers to a group of human beings living as and/or viewed as members of
a community; a structure system of human organization for large-scale community living that
furnishes protection, continuity, security, and identity for its members.



