
Additional information to accompany Balkan ppt: 

Explain the Concept of “Otherness” 
Which is when you see other people as mainly different from yourself (usually in the form of weird, wrong/bad, 
inferior).  This concept subtly takes away another person’s or group’s humanity.  Tell students to pay attention 
to what are the consequences of this mentality. 
 
Vlachs: 
Vlach", "Wallach" and other variations of the term date back in time nearly 2,000 years and refer to a variety of 
Latin-speaking peoples whose origin is ultimately Latin colonizers and Latinized indigenous peoples. 

The maximum extent of the Roman Empire in southeastern Europe occurred after 106 AD when conquest of the 
Dacians extended the empire from modern Greece to Romania. By all accounts, the Latin-speaking people of 
the Roman Empire represented both a variety of indigenous people as well as colonists who came into the 
region. Under barbarian pressure, the Roman Legions retreated from Dacia (modern Romania) in 271-275. 
According to Romanian historians, Roman colonists and the Latinized Dacians retreated into the Carpathian 
Mountains of Transylvania after the Roman Legions withdrew from the area. This view is supported to the 
extent that archeological evidence does indicate the presence of a Romanised population in Transylvania by at 
least the 8th century. 

By the late 4th century the Roman Empire was plagued by internal problems and by the incursions of various 
barbarian tribes. By the 7th and 8th Centuries, the Roman Empire existed only south of the Danube River in the 
form of the Byzantine Empire, with its capital at Constantinople. In this ethnically diverse closing area of the 
Roman Empire, Vlachs were recognized as those who spoke Latin, the official language of the Byzantine 
Empire used only in official documents, until the 6th Century when it was changed to the more popular Greek. 
These original Vlachs probably consisted of a variety of ethnic groups (most notably Thracians, Dacians, 
Illyrians) who shared the commonality of having been assimilated in language and culture of the Roman Empire 
with the Roman colonists settled in their areas. 

 


