
  
 

 

 
 

 

Chris.obrien@dvusd.org 

Mountain Ridge High School 

Glendale, AZ 

HANDY SWAHILI PHRASES 

 

 

Up to about ten million people speak Swahili as a first language, but many other people speak it 

along the east coast of Africa.  It is in the Bantu family of languages.  About 35% of its vocabulary 

is from Arabic.  Native speakers call it Kiswahili.  Here a=ah, e=eh, i=ee, o=oh, u=oo in moon, 

dh=the, mb- is made by saying b while having the tongue in the position for m, nz- is made by 

saying z while having the tongue in the position for n.  

 

1 Hello., Hi. Hujambo. [Muslim speakers of Swahili prefer: Asalaamu 

alekum; Habari is common and informal] 

2 What’s your name?  Jina lako? (Name your?) 

3 I don’t understand. Si elewi.  (Not+I understand; Mimi elewi=I understand)   

4 Again, please. Tena, tafadhali. 

5 Thanks. Asante. 

6 What is that? Hiyo ni nini?  (That is what?) 

7 How much?   Bei gani?  (Price what?) 

8 I want one.  No, two. Mimi/Ni na   taka  mmoja.  Hapana, mbili. 

(I            now want one.       No,        two.) 

9 Yes, good. Ndiyo, nzuri. 

10 Where is a toilet? Choo ipo wapi? (Toilet give where?) /  

Wapi choo? (Where bathroom?) 

11 There or here. Pale au/ama kuna.  

12 Goodbye. Kwaheri. 
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ENGLISH woman already go speak in house 

SWAHILI mwanamke tayari; -ed=li- enda sema ktika, ndani nyumbani 

 

ENGLISH man see much food and water 

SWAHILI mwanamme ona tele, -ingi chakula na maji 

 

ENGLISH hand up pain medicine money 

SWAHILI mkono juu uchungu dawa pesa 

 

WORD ORDER: 

SVO, N+Adj 

PLURALS:  

ki-, vi-, etc 

A: Substitute 

“one” 

THE:  

Substitute “that” or “this” 

http://translate.google.com/#sw|en| http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swahili 

http://www.freedict.com/onldict/swa.html http://mylanguages.org/learn_swahili.php  

SWAHILI WORD LIST  

 ENGLISH SWAHILI 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10.  

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

A man  

Address  

Again  

Age  

All  

Almost  

Already  

And  

Animal 

Angry  

Art  

Bad  

Bathroom (Toilet)  

Be  

Beer  

Book  

Border  

Buy  

Castle  

Chair  

Chalk  

Child  

Clothing  

Color  

Come 

Dance  

Danger 

Day  

Doctor  

Down  

Eat 

Fight  

Flower  

substitute “one:” moja 

mitaani 

tena 

umri 

wote 

karibu 

tayari 

na 

mnyama 

hasira 

sanaa 

mbaya 

bafuni (choo) 

ni 

bia 

kitabu 

mpaka 

kununua 

ngoma 

mwenyekiti 

chaki 

mtoto 

mavazi 

michezo 

kuja 

ngoma 

hatari 

siku 

daktari 

chini 

kula 

kupambana 

ua  

http://translate.google.com/#sw|en|
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swahili
http://www.freedict.com/onldict/swa.html
http://mylanguages.org/learn_swahili.php


  
 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

46. 

47. 

48. 

49. 

50. 

51. 

52. 

53. 

54. 

55. 

56. 

57. 

58. 

59. 

60. 

61. 

62. 

63. 

64. 

65. 

66. 

66. 

67. 

68. 

69. 

70. 

71. 

72. 

73. 

74. 

75. 

76. 

77. 

78. 

79. 

80. 

81. 

82. 

83. 

Food 

Friend  

From 

Game  

Gift  

Give 

Go  

Good  

Goodbye!  

Hand  

Have  

He  

Hear  

Hello! 

Help  

Here  

History 

Hit   

Hot  

Hour  

House 

I 

In 

Insect   

Intelligent, smart  

Is 

It; it (is) here; it (is a) book 

Key  

Kill 

Kiss  

Know 

Land  

Language  

Lost  

Love  

Man  

Mathematics  

Medicine 

Menu  

Money 

Moon  

Mountain  

Much 

Name  

Nation  

News 

No; Not  

Number  

One 

Open  

Pain  

chakula 

rafiki 

kutoka 

mchezo 

kipawa 

mpe 

nenda 

nzuri 

Kwa heri! 

mkono 

kuwa 

yeye  

kusikia 

Hujambo, Habari 

msaada 

hapa 

historia 

hit 

moto 

saa 

nyumba 

ni-, mimi 

katika 

wadudu 

Intelligent, smart 

ni 

ni, ni hapa, ni kitabu 

muhimu 

ua 

kiss 

kujua 

ardhi 

lugha 

waliopotea 

upendo 

mwanamme; person=mtu 

hisabati 

madawa 

Menu, orodha ya vyakula 

fedha 

moon 

mlima 

mengi 

jina 

taifa 

habari 

hakuna; Si 

idadi 

moja 

fungua 

maumivu 



  
 

84. 

85. 

86. 

87. 

88. 

89. 

90. 

91. 

92. 

93. 

94. 

95. 

96. 

97. 

98. 

99. 

100. 

101. 

102. 

103. 

104. 

105. 

106. 

107. 

108. 

109. 

110. 

111. 

112. 

113. 

114. 

115. 

116. 

117. 

118. 

119. 

120. 

121. 

122. 

123. 

124. 

125. 

126. 

127. 

128. 

139. 

130. 

131. 

132. 

133. 

134. 

Paper  

Passport  

Pencil  

People  

Plant  

Please! 

Poison  

Police 

Possible  

Postcard   

Problem  

Quick  

Read  

Rent  

River 

Road  

Room  

Ruins  

Same  

Say  

Science  

School  

School principal  

See  

Sell  

She 

Sick  

Sing 

Sky  

Snake  

Snow 

Soon  

Something  

Sound  

Speak  

Stop! 

Suitcase  

Sun  

taxi 

Teacher  

Thanks! 

That  

The  

There  

They;  

Thief  

Thing  

Three  

Time  

Tourist  

Toward  

karatasi 

pasipoti 

penseli 

watu 

mmea 

Tafadhali! 

sumu 

polisi 

iwezekanavyo 

kisanamu, postkadi 

tatizo 

haraka 

soma 

kodi 

mto 

barabara 

chumba 

magofu 

same 

sema 

sayansi 

shule 

shule kuu 

ona 

kuuza 

yeye  

wagonjwa 

imba 

angani 

nyoka 

theluji 

mapema 

kitu 

sauti 

nena 

Acheni! 

suitcase 

jua 

teksi 

mwalimu 

Asante!, Shukrani! 

hiyo 

Use that/this  

kuna 

wao 

mwizi 

kitu, jambo 

tatu 

muda 

watalii 

kuelekea 



  
 

135. 

136. 

137. 

138. 

139. 

140. 

141. 

142. 

143. 

144. 

145. 

146. 

147. 

148. 

149. 

150. 

151. 

152. 

153. 

154. 

155. 

156. 

Town  

Translate  

Trouble  

Two  

Understand  

Up  

Vaccination  

Visa  

Want 

war 

Was; I was here; I was a friend 

Water  

We  

Weather  

What? 

Where?  

Wind 

With  

Woman  

Word  

Yes  

You 

mji 

kutafsiri 

shida 

mbili 

kuelewa 

hadi 

chanjo 

visa 

kutaka 

vita 

nilikuwa 

maji 

sisi  

goshi 

Nini? 

Wapi? 

upepo 

pamoja na 

mwanamke 

neno 

ndiyo 

wewe 

For more vocabulary and grammar: 

http://africanlanguages.com/swahili/  

http://www.freedict.com/onldict/swa.html 
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SWAHILI WORD SEARCH #1 

FIND AND CIRCLE: Hello!=Hujambo!, what?=hiyo, that=nini, I want one=Ni nataka mmoja, 

Thanks=Asante, Goodbye=Kwaheri, bathroom=choo, already=tayari, go=enda, see=ona, 

good=nzuri, house=nyumbani, school=shule, principal=shule kuu (school chief), food=chakula, 

water=maji, test=mtihani, book=kitabu, class=hatari, lesson=somo, teacher=mwalimu 

A J O M M A K A T A N I N L H E L L O C 

I R A Y A T A H T O Y Z E A Y M O E B H 

T H A N K S Q L H O U S E P T L N U M A 

B A T H R O O M R R M Y U I V O A M A K 

U U K E L U H S I E B B H C T O S I J U 

Y K W A H E R I N D A A J N A H A L U L 

R E H C A E T D O T N D A I H C N A H A 

H A T A R I A O I I I W Y R W S T W N W 

N O S S E L G K Y H I Y O P S E E M C M 

SWAHILI WORD SEARCH #2 

T L O O H C S H U L E L I N I N M Q S E 

H N I N A H I T M K I T A B U O E H R N 

A J O M M A K A T A N I N P O C U E E O 

N Z U R I K L I K W A H E R I L H Y S T 

K W H A T U P R E X E N H F E C B O U N 

S S A L C L H H E L D T O K A D N T O A 

N Y U M B A N I L A A O U E O O H I H W 

O B M A J U H O Y B D U T O T A Y A R I 

T V M W A L I M U O U Y G E T N A S A P 

 

 

 



  
 

 

SWAHILI WORD SEARCH #3 

FIND AND CIRCLE: Hello!=Hujambo!, what?=hiyo, that=nini, I want one=Ni nataka mmoja, 

Thanks=Asante, Goodbye=Kwaheri, bathroom=choo, already=tayari, go=enda, see=ona, 

good=nzuri, house=nyumbani, school=shule, principal=shule kuu (school chief), food=chakula, 

water=maji, test=mtihani, book=kitabu, class=hatari, lesson=somo, teacher=mwalimu 

L O O H C S N O S S E L N T H E L L O E 

C H A K U L A H O U S E A Y H I R U Z N 

B A T H R O O M S B N M R P U A D N E O 

R E H C A E T A H T M E T L I M N Y E T 

O N A J O M M A K A T A N I N C B K T N 

U U K E L U H S S A L C J J H D N A S A 

K W A H E R I M W A L I M U O A H I N W 

H I Y O Y D A E R L A J W O H W N L R I 

E T N A S A T A Y A R I G U B A T I K P 

 

SWAHILI WORD SEARCH #4 

N T S H Q A N O S S E L S S I T S Q M E 

E A C U M I L A W M H S A R K O Z O N N 

T H H J M T I H A N I U U P M N O D G O 

N W O A I R E H A W K Z L O I R A O H T 

A J O M M A K A T A N I N E H C O H A N 

S C L B S S A L C H I Y O T K D N H T A 

A U I O A L U K A H C U A F B U T I A W 

N Y U M B A N I N I E B V Y D W U Z R I 

T A Y A R I J A M A L R E A D Y C Y I P 

 



  
 

SWAHILI WORD SEARCH #5 

FIND AND CIRCLE: Hello!=Hujambo!, what?=hiyo, that=nini, I want one=Ni nataka mmoja, 

Thanks=Asante, Goodbye=Kwaheri, bathroom=choo, already=tayari, go=enda, see=ona, 

good=nzuri, house=nyumbani, school=shule, principal=shule kuu (school chief), food=chakula, 

water=maji, test=mtihani, book=kitabu, class=hatari, lesson=somo, teacher=mwalimu 

U N O K U G I S H Q C S R O H P J L T I 

E Z D E U N P T D E M F H E R J H V J T 

A U V J A G V H O L L N H U T W L A A N 

I R E H A W K A O B O L W M L A M H I A 

A I I S P I K N F L O O O Y G E W S S L 

R T E L U H S K I R A O H Y D M K A N U 

M E J G T R O S W J R P K C L A N U R K 

U I R A Y A T J J H E G I E S T E H U A 

A J O M M A K A T A N I N C E B O R D H 

L E S S O N T A N O O S Q F N U O Z L C 

J I M L E I B H M J T O E I S I D F U A 

T S A Q R N S X A W N M I E S O R A B E 

J H U O P I Z Y N T A O N G A V Q P A Z 

H N Y U M B A N I C W L O N L D I Q T X 

U A D N E F A Z H Q I O I V C R O B I L 

J T H I Y O I O H A D T R M A V A O K F 

A T E S T E O T Z B A R R T U C I Y G L 

M N F E I G E D Y H D G A A R D C B W V 

B P T E A C H E R C L H E J L P O Y Z P 

O A S P S P F V X Q R W Q Z Z E J C B A 

 



  
 

SWAHILI WORD SEARCH #6 

FIND AND CIRLCE: Hello!=Hujambo!, what?=hiyo, that=nini, I want one=Ni nataka mmoja, 

Thanks=Asante, Goodbye=Kwaheri, bathroom=choo, already=tayari, go=enda, see=ona, 

good=nzuri, house=nyumbani, school=shule, principal=shule kuu (school chief), food=chakula, 

water=maji, test=mtihani, book=kitabu, class=hatari, lesson=somo, teacher=mwalimu 

I B L E X M L R S K N A H T T E W T I A 

R K A V Y O T K G O B M A J U H H E R N 

A H N T O B M I L X Z I Y X N A P B E O 

Y D A H H W D A H R I W A N T O N E H S 

A F C T A R P O E A D F J I R U Z N A B 

T S Q L A I O T O O N O O A L K T J W V 

F S I B C R A O O G Q I M W P C U Q K C 

W M O N D W I G M Y M A M C H A K U L A 

U O I U J L S K W B G D A T A D N V I Q 

K R O M O S Y S T H U N K I T A B U W Y 

P Y U M E D H L E E A E A A N L J Y L V 

D X Y P A U E E A A G T T S E W N H Z J 

T U I E L J I S C F U M A R X S Y I U T 

J P R E T Q I S H I N I N Q Q C U Y F M 

J L K L Z N F O E N F I I M Y H M O J E 

A U T Z M C A N R O V Z N A E F B R H L 

U T F E I P X S C V O W E L C L A S S U 

G E F O O D P A A O Y H L K D T N S F H 

P S X B A U T O R K G O C C E V I M I S 

C T Q P M H Q I J T Z H S A L E O M G K 

 



  
 

SWAHILI WORD SEARCH #7 

FIND AND CIRLCE: Hello!=Hujambo!, what?=hiyo, that=nini, I want one=Ni nataka mmoja, 

Thanks=Asante, Goodbye=Kwaheri, bathroom=choo, already=tayari, go=enda, see=ona, 

good=nzuri, house=nyumbani, school=shule, principal=shule kuu (school chief), food=chakula, 

water=maji, test=mtihani, book=kitabu, class=hatari, lesson=somo, teacher=mwalimu 

E J C B E H P A Y D E B T R C L A S S I 

T Y I T E E I J O B H Q E B C Z I O S R 

E Z B L N M E O F Q W T S H H H N H P E 

A S L D E P G M I W A N T O N E U N O H 

C O Q F O H G M M W N T J G U L L Y N A 

H P D S I O Q A D N H M A C E A Q U S W 

E F O O D B G K S A J C T K P K C M I K 

R I N I N T A A T M N W U I E F I B R L 

W M W B Z K I T A B U U C K H L R A A E 

C H A K U L A A H F S N L M E A W N Y S 

S K N A H T R N X R I O W U H T N I A S 

K C U C U W L I G R O A L E J A N I T O 

O B M A J U H N P H L O V L S W T A P N 

I R U Z N D D H C I A E M U L U Y A S L 

H O W M O M O S M A D U E H P D O B R A 

I W O H A O S U K N N Z T S A M O H H I 

Y D A H A J T M U O E R C E Q O Z M W B 

O V W J C T I C K J J S R V K O V M M Z 

S Q S I K L S D Z A J L K Z A T Q K U S 

D U X Q P V T O T Y A H N H G K A M Y D 

 



  
 

SWAHILI WORD SEARCH #8 

FIND AND CIRLCE: Hello!=Hujambo!, what?=hiyo, that=nini, I want one=Ni nataka mmoja, 

Thanks=Asante, Goodbye=Kwaheri, bathroom=choo, already=tayari, go=enda, see=ona, 

good=nzuri, house=nyumbani, school=shule, principal=shule kuu (school chief), food=chakula, 

water=maji, test=mtihani, book=kitabu, class=hatari, lesson=somo, teacher=mwalimu 

S W K K T H Y D A E R L A Z I T N M G A 

N S H I A T U Y I N N P M N S I O O O S 

T R A G H P V J O E U O A E N X T O O A 

E H Z L W B B Y A B A B T A G A I R D N 

L A P I C N I R P M M A T N Y O J H B T 

M H C F J H E U F U B A L A A R A T Y E 

L O O H C S K L Y X K O R U E W M A E A 

M U Z Q T W H N S A R I R H K X I B W K 

E S T J A H S U M F I E C I R A C E I H 

Q E I H K I A M R G U A V N O W H P R C 

U H E L L O O N V S E E O A U W D C A H 

J R X Y L J B C K T U S Y H P B O K T O 

I E M W A L I M U S S Y M I N N A S A O 

T H A T E S H U L E K U U T A D H T H C 

S A N N D O O G L B O O K M G U O S I G 

L O D Z F E Y C G I Z N D B L E W O M K 

L A M J U N R E T A W S I E Y Z F X F G 

X Y B O U R K K K Y R E S N F J X O K Y 

Y I O M Q T I E C X W E D O I U W P A Y 

 

 

 



  
 

SWAHILI-ENGLISH-SPANISH WORD SEARCH #1 

FIND AND CIRLCE: Hello!=Hujambo!=Buenos días, what?=hiyo=qué, that=nini=eso, I want one=Ni 

nataka mmoja=Quiero uno, Thanks=Asante=Gracias, Goodbye=Kwaheri=Adiós, bathroom=choo=baño, 

already=tayari=ya, go=enda=ir, see=ona=ver, good=nzuri=bueno, house=nyumbani=casa, 

school=shule=escuela, principal=shule kuu (school chief)=director, food=chakula=comida, 

water=maji=agua, test=mtihani=examen, book=kitabu=libro, class=hatari=clase, lesson=somo=lección, 

teacher=mwalimu=maestro 

N O I C C E L Q M T E A C H E R P Q U E 

O B M A J U H L U O R T S E A M R I U S 

G O O D B Y E J E I O T A Y A R I N K A 

B U E N O S D I A S E R E N O T N A W I 

E S C U E L A D I O S R H A S A C B A C 

D I R E C T O R B I L O O T E H I M H A 

A J O M M A K A T A N I N U A W P U E R 

Y D A E R L A L U K A H C A N B A Y R G 

W I M T I H A N I T H A N K S O L N I X 

SWAHILI-ENGLISH-SPANISH WORD SEARCH #2 

A L R E A D Y I N A H I T M E S O I I J 

E T N A S A L E U C S E X A M E N N W H 

G O O D B Y E L E C C I O N A B U A A U 

R E H C A E T A Y S A I C A R G O B N J 

S K N A H T S A I D S O N E U B R M T A 

N I N A T A K A M M O J A A D N E U O M 

P R I N C I P A L M W A L I M U I Y N B 

M O O R H T A B D I R E C T O R U N E O 

I R E H A W K Z C H A K U L A E Q K I P 

 



  
 

SWAHILI-ENGLISH-SPANISH WORD SEARCH #3 

FIND AND CIRLCE: Hello!=Hujambo!=Buenos días, what?=hiyo=qué, that=nini=eso, I want one=Ni 

nataka mmoja=Quiero uno, Thanks=Asante=Gracias, Goodbye=Kwaheri=Adiós, bathroom=choo=baño, 

already=tayari=ya, go=enda=ir, see=ona=ver, good=nzuri=bueno, house=nyumbani=casa, 

school=shule=escuela, principal=shule kuu (school chief)=director, food=chakula=comida, 

water=maji=agua, test=mtihani=examen, book=kitabu=libro, class=hatari=clase, lesson=somo=lección, 

teacher=mwalimu=maestro 

D U B S A I D S O N E U B O S C H O O L 

E N D A L E U C S E G S K N A H T K A N 

N I N A T A K A M M O J A U G A W P O Y 

A L U K A H C S E W O L D O U A I E B U 

T E A C H E R A S A D A L R H C R T M M 

G R A C I A S O U L B N D E N L A N A B 

I W A N T O N E O I Y O R I H A Y A J A 

R O T C E R I D H M E I R U O S A S U N 

Y D A E R L A S Q U E P G Q Z S T A H I 

SWAHILI-ENGLISH-SPANISH WORD SEARCH #4 

G O O D B Y E I J A M T I H A N I B L H 

U P R I N C I P A L T A H W L O N A E U 

I R E H A W K S A I C A R G A I D T C J 

I N A B M U Y N A L E U C S E N B H C A 

S K N A H T D I R E C T O R E Z T R I M 

A L R E A D Y D O N U O R E I U Q O O B 

A K I T A B U E N O S D I A S R Q O N O 

A J O M M A K A T A N I N O Y I H M B E 

 


